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The Dispute about Shaanxi-Gansu Official Tea
and Hohhot “Private Tea” in Qing Dynasty

LAI Huimin, WANG Shiming
(Institute of Mordern History, Academia Sinica, Taibei, Taiwan, China 11529)

Abstract: The Qing Dynasty expanded territories in the 18th century so that it increased local expenses. The
Qing court expanded tax sources difficultly imposed financial expenditures on merchants in the Shaanxi-Gansu and
Mongolian regions. However, the burdens of Shaanxi-Gansu region merchants and the Mongolian region merchant
are different.

In the Shaanxi-Gansu region, during the war between the Qing Dynasty and the Dzungar Khanate, the Yong-
zheng Emperor raised the tax on Shaanxi-Gansu official tea in order to increase financial resources. The merchants
not only paid 4. 44 taels per tea but also had to donate official office expenses. These policies were not abolished
until the end of the war so that the merchants traded to Xinjiang must endure high costs. In Mongolia, Hohhot mer-
chants only paid 0. 2 taels from the Lifanyuan Department traded to Uliastai, Khovd, and other tribes. As the Gen-
eral in Hohhot city often neglectfully managed the Lifanyuan Department’s passport, the merchants traded to Mon-
golia and Xinjiang often failed to apply for the passport every year or use the one passport for many years. The cost
of selling tea by Hohhot merchants was much lower than that of Shaanxi-Gansu merchants. Hohhot private tea sold
to Xinjiang often caused Shaanxi-Gansu official tea unsalable.

The dispute about Hohhot private tea and Shaanxi-Gansu official tea had not been resolved before Zuo Zong-
tang’ s reforms. Xinjiang officials believed that Hohhot merchants sold the Hunan Anhua’s tea to Xinjiang, which
had the functions of security, convenience, trade, and finance. Therefore, the Qing court had acquiesced that Ho-
hhot private tea was sold to Xinjiang. It not only increased local taxes but also enriched the urban economy.

Key words: Shaanxi-Gansu official tea; Hohhot private tea; dispute
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